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Got a Question?  Call B-Connected - (540) 908-4212 

Traffic Safety Program to Reduce Speeding  

 Last summer, we reached out to Blue Line Solutions, a company 
that specializes in photographic speed enforcement equipment.  In 
September, they conducted a speed study for a week in front of TA 
and John Wayland Elementary School.  During that week, they 
recorded over 1,000 vehicles traveling 11 mph and higher beyond the 
posted 35 mph speed limit while the school-zone lights were flashing.  
(If you’re wondering, the school-zone lights flash from 7:30-8:45 a.m. 
and 2:45-4:00 p.m.) 

 In October we adopted an ordinance that allows us to install and 
operate photo speed monitoring equipment in school crossing zones 
(Bridgewater Code § 4-406, under the authority of Virginia Code      
§ 46.2-882.1.)  Thereafter, we signed an agreement with Blue Line, 
and they are in the process of installing equipment.  Once installation 
is completed, there will be a 30-day period where speeders will receive a warning.  After the 30-day warning period, 
drivers who speed 11 mph or over the posted speed limit could receive a civil penalty of $100.   

 As we noted in October, our goal here is not to boost revenue through photo enforcement.  Rather, our 
objective is to improve pedestrian safety in front of the schools.  A new crosswalk and pedestrian signals will be 
installed this summer at TA.  Installation of new crosswalk signals is underway now at Oakwood Drive, along with 
replacement signals at Mt. Crawford, Dinkel, and College.  All of these efforts are to make Main Street safer, more 
walkable and pedestrian friendly.   

Old Street Signs For Sale 

 You’ve probably noticed in recent years that we’ve been replacing street signs around town.  The old, antique-
styled street signs were problematic for us in several ways.  For starters, they were not compliant with federal 
MUTCD standards for street signage.  The signs and posts were very 
expensive, so every time one got hit, there was a four-figure bill to repair and 
replace them.  But most importantly, these signs were very hard to read 
(virtually impossible at night.) 

 As you can imagine, we have a pretty large collection of these old signs, 
so we are going to offer them for sale.  Starting on March 28, you can stop 
by the Bridgewater Community Center and purchase one of these signs for 
$100 (cash or check).  We will post a complete list of available signs and 
additional information on the Bridgewater Buzz.  Supplies are limited and signs are first come, first served. 

 (And if you missed out on purchasing a commemorative plank, or would like to order a commemorative brick 
at Gen Park, you can still do that, too.  See the Buzz for more information on both of those items.)    

After the initial 30-day warning period, speeders 

could face a $100 civil penalty. 

A limited number of signs will be 

available starting March 28. 
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When you sign up, join the group 

“Bridgewater Gives.” 

Virginia Flood Awareness Week 

 March 12-18 is Virginia Flood Awareness Week, an ideal time to make preparations for potential flooding 
ahead of spring rains and the upcoming hurricane season.  The purpose of Virginia Flood Awareness Week is to 
educate the public about flood risk and to promote the need for flood insurance. 

 Flooding doesn’t only occur near a river or coastline—anywhere it can rain, it can flood. 
The Virginia Flood Risk Information System (“VFRIS”) is an online tool to learn about the 
risk of flooding.  The tool, provided by the Virginia Department of Conservation and 
Recreation, is available at www.dcr.virginia.gov/vfris.  It is estimated that just one inch of 
water in a home can cause up to $25,000 in damages. Without flood insurance, most people 
pay out-of-pocket to repair damage.  Flood insurance reduces the financial burden of a flood 
event and makes recovery easier.  

 Bridgewater participates in the National Flood Insurance Program, which means all residents are eligible for 
flood insurance, even if they don’t live in a high-risk flood zone.  As a Community Rating System (“CRS”) 
community, residents may be eligible for a 10% 
discount on their premium. (We are the only CRS 
community in the area, because there is a lot of work 
involved.  Still, Council has always held that the effort 
is worthwhile in order to maintain the discount.) Most 
homeowners and renters insurance policies don’t 
cover flooding, so it’s important to act now.  Flood 
insurance policies take a minimum of 30 days to go 
into effect.  For more info, visit FloodSmart.gov.  

Sign Up for Voyent Alerts 

 Voyent Alert! is an alert notification system that 
allows Town staff to send out important information in 
a timely manner to citizens by text message, e-mail, or 
recorded message.  We need to be able to send time-
critical information, and you need to see it.  We have 
over 1,200 accounts signed up to receive Voyent alerts!  

• You can download and 
install the Voyent Alert! app 
on your smartphone through 
the Apple App Store or 
Google Play to receive Town alerts, or 

• Visit the Bridgewater Buzz and search for 
“Voyent” to read our article about Voyent alerts 
to receive alerts without an app.   

If you do not have a smartphone or Internet access, 
we can add you to the Voyent Alert! system.  Just call      
B-Connected during working hours to sign up for 
Voyent Alert! updates by cell phone or land line. 

Sandy Bottom Mini-Golf & Par-3 Reopens April 1 

 Sandy Bottom Mini-Golf opens the first weekend in April with a limited 
schedule.  Mini-golf will remain open weekly, Friday through Sunday until 
Memorial Day.  Beginning May 29, Mini-golf will be open seven days a 
week. 

Sandy Bottom Par-3 will be open daily starting on Saturday, April 1. 

 Mini-Golf Hours:   Par-3 Hours:   
 Noon to 10 p.m. (Fri-Sun)  6 a.m. to dark daily 
 

 Rates (Non-Town residents): $5.00  

Town residents always play Par-3 and Mini-Golf for free with their B-Rec 
card.  We look forward to seeing you back at Sandy Bottom this spring! 

Start practicing for the 2023  

Leaderboard Tournament! 

Tuesday 
April 4 

Arey Assembly Hall  
Sign up with 

this QR Code  

Join the group “Bridgewater Gives” when you sign up. 

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/vfris
http://www.floodsmart.gov
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Oakdale Pond 

 You may have noticed that some of Oakdale Park has 
gone missing recently.  Our contractor has dug a very 
large hole, and soon the hole will be filled with water, 
creating a pond of a little over an acre.  We did not design 
the Oakdale Pond to be primarily a water feature in the 
park.  Instead, the pond is intended to satisfy everyone’s 
favorite six letters with a number and a slash:  MS4/
TMDL.  The abbreviation means that because we have a 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System, we are given a 
Total Maximum Daily Load.  In other words, we have to 
be sure that our storm sewer system doesn’t pollute the 
river too much. 

 By a wide margin, the Oakdale Pond is the most cost-
effective method we found for satisfying our TMDL 
requirements.  It will capture sediment, phosphorus, and 
nitrogen which otherwise would have flowed into the 
river.  In fact, the OP will be about a million dollars less 
than our next best option, which involved purchasing 
credits from landowners elsewhere in the area. 

 So that’s what you need to know.  And here is what 
you seem to want to know: 

Is Oakdale Park a good place for the pond? 
Well, it’s the only place for the pond.  It’s the only land 
we own in the right part of the right watershed. 

Will it be safe for children? 
Yes.  As soon as construction is finished, we will go in 
and make it as safe as we reasonably can, but nothing is 
100% safe (including our four existing riverfront parks.) 

Will we be able to swim in it? 
No.  (DEQ rules.) 

Can we fish there? 
Yes. 

Will you stock it with fish? 
No.  Fishing in futility teaches you patience.                
(Just kidding.  Of course we will.) 

With trout? 
No.  (Trout would have required cooler water, which 
would have required a 12-foot depth here.  That would 
have been a lot of extra cost.) 

So it will hold water all the time? 
The Town Engineer says “yes,” so I do too.  (Hence the 
whole stocking plan.)   

How much water will it hold? 
1.9 million gallons.  (And I have to admit that no one 
actually asked us that question. I just thought it was a cool 
statistic.) 

 

Y: Jay’s Column About Policy Sandy Bottom Recycle Center 
 Town residents can bring their own pre-sorted 
recyclable materials to the Recycle Center at Sandy 
Bottom Park.  Please present a proof of residency (B-
Rec card or driver’s license.)  Then, the items will need 
to be placed into the appropriately labeled container. A 
staff member will be on site to provide assistance.  

Sandy Bottom Recycle Center Hours of Operation: 

• Wednesday & Friday:                                    
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

• Thursday: 
 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

• Saturday:    

 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

Materials accepted in marked bins: 

• #1, #2, and #5 plastics 
• Glass 
• Household batteries (an incredibly popular 

addition—some of you had been saving 
batteries since the 1950’s!) 

• Aluminum beverage cans 

• Plastic bags and printer cartridges 

• Computer hard drives, SSD’s, flash drives, 
phones, and chipped credit cards (HIPAA 
compliant destruction) 

• Steel and bi-metal cans 
• Office paper (shredded or white)  
• Cardboard, newspaper, and magazines 
• Paper shredding 

Sign up for Buzz News updates. 

All the news fit to Buzz, every day! 

bridgewater.buzz 

Egg Hunt  
 Join us on Saturday, April 8 for an egg hunt at 
Wildwood Park!  The fun begins at 9:00 a.m. with a 
visit from the Easter Bunny!  
The egg hunt begins at 9:30 
a.m., with eggs hidden all 
over Wildwood Park.  The 
egg hunt is for children 10 
years old and younger.  Find 
the golden egg and win a 
prize!  Overflow parking is available at Bridgeview and 
Edgebriar Park.  Please note this event is only for 
Town of Bridgewater residents. 



Upcoming Films at Sipe Center  
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Municipal Calendar & Events 

April 11 .................... Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m.  

April 25 ................................ Budget Hearing - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Bridgewater Current 

Look here each month for updates on some of 
our construction projects. For a full description 
of any of these projects, follow this QR code:   

Local 
Postal Customer 

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at (540) 908-4212. 

Project Status 

Gen Oak Connector Project has been bid, awaiting 
VDOT approval to award. 

Oakd Currently working on acquiring 
easements. 

Oakdale Pond Pond is under construction. 

Riverwalk Phase III Working with engineer to begin 
designing project.   

Status Updates 

Main Street 
Pedestrian Project 

Installation underway.   

Riverwalk Phase II Awaiting VDOT authorization  
to bid project. 

Ant-Man & the Wasp: 
Quantumania (PG-13) 
 

 

Thursday, Mar. 16: 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Mar. 18: 4:00 & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, Mar. 19: 2:00 & 5:30 p.m. 

Coming Soon:   

Jesus Revolution 
 

 

Follow the Bridgewater 
Buzz for the latest updates 
on film dates and times.   
 

Traffic Cabinet 
Upgrades 

Equipment received, awaiting  
installation.   

Upcoming Concert at Sipe Center 

 

Coffee with a Cop  
Saturday, April 8 from 8:30 - 10:30 a.m. 
Join Bridgewater police officers at Randy’s Hardware for coffee and conversation. 


